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Principalôs Report 

National Day of Mourning:  Thursday 7 August 
The Australian Government has declared Thursday 7 August 2014 to be a National Day of 
Mourning, to honour the victims of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17. 
As a mark of respect and mourning to those who lost their lives, we will fly all flags, including 
the Australian National Flag, at half-mast on Thursday. 
 

Student absences 

 

A new report confirms what we have long known; that absences from school can have a sig-

nificant impact on student achievement.  The report, prepared by the Australian Council for 

Educational Research, states that school attendance patterns established as early as Year 1 

can set the pattern right throughout school.  The report also outlines the following; 

The average public school student misses more than 3 weeks of school each year 

A study of over 400,000 students found that any absence from school leads to a slip in ac-

ademic performance. 

That it is incorrect to believe that there is a safe level of absence that students can get 

away with before their grades will suffer. 

The evidence at our school certainly supports the findings of this report.  Too many students 

miss school for reasons other than illness and I would certainly urge all our students to aim 

for 100% attendance. 

 

Parent-Teacher Interviews 

 

Semester 2 Parent-Teacher interviews are being held on Tuesday 19 August commencing at 

2pm.  Scheduled classes conclude at the start of lunchtime and all buses will be leaving the 

school at 1pm.  I would encourage all families to take the opportunity to discuss your childôs/

childrenôs progress with their teachers.   

 

VCE subject selection interviews 

 

Thank you to the parents of students entering Years 11 and 12 in 2015 for attending subject 

selection interviews in recent weeks.  It has been a valuable opportunity for staff to discuss 

with both students and parents possible pathways options and appropriate subjects. 



 

Camps 

 

This week the Years 8-10 students studying Advance will spend three days in and around Nel-

son testing their skills in canoeing and caving and they will also be undertaking environmental 

tasks on the Great South West Walk under the guidance of Parks Victoria.  Next week the Year 

10 students will spend three days in Melbourne familiarising themselves with the city in readi-

ness for their work experience placements next year.  The group will also participate in a num-

ber of workplace visits where they will listen to guest speakers, and be involved in goal setting, 

interview preparation and writing an effective resume. 

 

ñStranger Dangerò! 

 

Parents are asked to remind their children not to communicate with strangers to and from school 

and never to accept the offer of a ride in a car driven by someone they donôt know. 

 

 

 

Good luck Asha and welcome to Kodai Deguchi! 

 

All the best to Asha Kelly who leaves for her student exchange in Florida this weekend and wel-

come to Kodai Deguchi who is on exchange from Japan and will be spending the next three 

weeks with us. 

 

 

Graeme Good 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 
 

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

.ƻƻƪ CŀƛǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ   wŜǿŀǊŘǎ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǎŀƭŜǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ Ϸулл ƻŦ ƴŜǿ 

ōƻƻƪǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜũƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΗ   ²Ŝƭƭ 5ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ IŀǇǇȅ 

wŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ 

aǊǎ [ǳŎŀǎ 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅ            

THANK YOU  



 
 

 

 

 

STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT DAIRY IN THE CLASSROOM 
 

Passionate secondary school students are learning all about 
dairy through the innovative Dairy Australia program, Cows 
Create Careers ï Manufacturing.  
Cows Create Careers ï Manufacturing is a school-based pro-
gram that introduces food and technology students to dairy 
manufacturing careers and education pathways. Seven schools 
from the Warrnambool region will be participating in the pro-
gram this year ï Mortlake College, Derrinallum College, Terang 
College, Colac Secondary College, Timboon P-12 College, 
Heywood and District Secondary College and Warrnambool 
College. 
The program involves students visiting a dairy manufacturing 
site and student teams working together to complete dairy 
manufacturing assessment tasks, such as designing their own 
dairy recipe. Curriculum material is provided to schools at no 

cost.  
Dairy industry advocates who have a deep industry knowledge, visit the school to support 
and encourage students throughout the program.  
In the Warrnambool region, industry advocates from Warrnambool Cheese and Butter/
Great Ocean Ingredients and Murray Goulburn Koroit will volunteer their time to host 
schools and talk to students about dairy manufacturing career pathways. 
Cows Create Careers ï Manufacturing program manager, Dr. Mani Iyer, believes that the 
Dairy Australia program is an innovative channel to build awareness of dairy careers and 
pathways.  
ñThe program provides a platform to introduce secondary students to the Australian dairy 
industry, dairy processes and products,ò said Dr Iyer.  
ñSince its pilot in 2010 the program has grown significantly and has gained strong support 
from dairy manufacturing companies,ò he said. ñIn 2013, 34 schools across Victoria, South 
Australia, New South Wales and Tasmania participated in the program, with 100% of the 
schools incorporating the project into their school curriculum.ò  
On completion of the program, teachers and students will be recognised at a presentation 
ceremony to award the programs winning schools.  
The Warrnambool presentation ceremony will be held on 
Wednesday 8

th
 October 2014, at the Mid City Motel, 

Warrnambool. The winning school will win a prize of $500 
and a winning team will be awarded $50 per student.   
The Cows Create Careers program is funded and man-
aged by Dairy Australia and conducted by Jaydee Events 
Pty Ltd.   
Dairy Australia is the national services body for the Aus-
tralian dairy industry. The company acts as the collective 
investment arm of the industry, investing in essential re-
search, development, extension and industry services. For 
more information on Dairy Australia and dairy service levy 
investments visit www.dairyaustralia.com.au. 
 

http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we welcomed another international ex-
change student to our school. Kodai Deguchi is a 
16 yr old Japanese student from Osaka City and is 
staying with the Quail family for 3 weeks. In Japan, 
Kodai goes to a senior high school with over a 1000 
students, so Mortlake is a big change for him. 

While he is in Australia, Kodai is looking forward to 
visiting many different places. 

 

 

 

 
 

And the international exchange goes both ways 
as this week we farewell Yr 10 student Asha 
Kelly who leaves this weekend for a six month 
exchange to Indian River Charter High School in 
Vero Beach, Florida. 

The exchange will present many new experienc-
es for Asha. Not only will she swap the wintery 
South West for the middle of a tropical Florida 
Summer, she will also have a very different 
school environment. Indian River has 650 stu-

dents from years 9-12. It is a non traditional high school with an 
emphasis on individual responsibility and character                

development and the school day runs from 7am till 8pm and students . 

We wish Asha all the best for this exciting adventure and we are looking forward to fol-
lowing her experience via Skype. 

 

Kodai Deguchi 

Asha Kelly 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=7utHhJri50nVxM&tbnid=Tfcu_AOK5WOE4M:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freewidewallpapers.com%2Fwelcome%2Fwelcome-latest-hd-wallpaper%2F&ei=R47hU6fhKJDm8AWr24GgDQ&psig=AFQjCNFbBmygs
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=bnNx2Uo8Ys02WM&tbnid=PhkGY4w2Fbug9M:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.glitters20.com%2Ffunny%2Fcategory%2Fcomments%2Fgood-luck%2F&ei=i47hU5uxFMvc8AWYp4KgAQ&psig=AFQjCNFwWfzBAop8zIp


 

 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS TUESDAY 19TH AUGUST  

Parent -Teacher Interviews will be held on Tuesday 19th August from     

2pmñ6:30pm  

Students only have Half  day at school - Buses will leave at 1pm.  

Please make sure arrangements are made for your     children to go home 

early.    

 

Wednesday 27th August 

Black and white theme 

DJ Corey Ryan 

BER 

Year 5ñ7 Starts at 4pmñ6pm 

Year 5ñ7 students are welcome to stay at school and get ready before the event 

Nibbles and drinks will be provided  

 

Year 8ñ12  formal begins at 7pm and will conclude at 

10pm. 

MORTLAKE COLLEGE FORMAL 



 
 

 

 

Cool clubs  

The last few weeks we have enjoyed plenty of fun   
activities including  looming, dancing, outdoor games 

and origami and hat making.  

Cool Clubs: Change of Procedure  
9ŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴȅ t-п {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƻƭ 

/ƭǳōǎΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ǘŜȄǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΦ  ! ƴƻǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŎƘƛƭŘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ  tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aǊǎ ¢ŀƴƴŜǊΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǧŜǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 PREP CLASSROOM 
In our classroom we have been learning how to skip count and 

practising our reading. 

DǊƻǳǇ 

ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ tǊŜǇ 

ǊƻƻƳΦ 

 

aŀŘȅ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ 

ϧ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ 

aŀƘƴŎƪŜ 

ŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ ōȅ рǎ 


